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FOREWORD

This book on San Juan County is one of an original series being devoted to
the history and present nature of agriculture in each of the thirty-nine cougties
of the State of Washingon, This project was initiated in 1956 through funds -
made available by Sverre N, Omdahl, Director, Washington State Department of .
Agriculture, 1948+56, State funds were matehed by moneys from the United States .
Department of Agrieulture undsr the Research and Marketing Aet of 1946,

County agricultural data books are intended to serve a variety of needs,
Continually changing conditions in a dynamic etate such as Washington require con-
stant planning by groups and individuals both in private enterprise and publie
service, Comprehensive knowledge of land resources, population and agriculturale
sconomic trends in a locel area such as San Juan County is of great value, This
book will be useful for reference in public and private instruction by vocational
agriculture and soclal studies teachers in Ban Juan County schools. It has been -
devised also to inform adults interested in knowing more about their immediate
area, as well as persons and enterprises concerned with agricultural production
and marketing or prospective settlement and investment in the county,

Carefully selscted geographic facts, agricultural history, population trends
and statistical data are included to give an over-all apprecilation of San Juan
County, The enumerations of the United States Censuses of Population and Agri-
culture since 1880 and recent estimates of the Washington State Census Beard are ,
summarized to give a perspective of development since the establishment of San g
Juan County in 1873, Facte on topography, soil, climate and forests which ine
fluence farming are integrated from surveys and reports of government agencies,
Estimates of leading crops by years since 1939 Yy the Washington Crop and Live- "
stock Reporting Service provide a measure of the trend in the agriculture of the
county farm industry,

Acknowledgment is accorded the professional work of several persons, Immeds
iate direction was under Emery C, Wilcox, Agricultural Statistiocian in Charge,
Estimates Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, United States Department of
Agriculture, Supervision, research and cartographic illustration was performed
by Dr, Woodrow R, Clevinger, Market Analyst, Washington State Department of Agrie
oulture, Mr, Rishard Perry ef the Washington State Department of Agriculture,
and Leonard W, Orvold and D, W, Barrowman, Agricultural Statisticians, Agrisule
tural Marketing Service, United States Department of Agriculture, gave valuable
asslstance, The clerical staff of the Washington Crop and Iivestock Reporting
Service prepared tabular material for the book, ,

J. D, Dwyer, Director 3
Washington State Departmenmt of Agriculture _ e .

Olympla, Washington

February 25, 1960 U )
Funds for this bulletin m.w_xg !Is?n.suto Department .
of Agrioulture were matohed by the United States Department of Lsr.{oultm -
under the Ressarch and Maxrketing Aot of 10464




-
-

-

Crop and Livestock Repor‘bing Serv:.ce Bulletin _ 1

-ping, EBarly agriculture was based largely upon sheep raiging with seme fruit
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, San Juan’ County congists of an arcbipelago of 172 islands in the maritime
waters of northwestern Washington, In total land and inland water area (265
square miles) San Juan is the largest of four counties in America consisting
of islands lotated in offshore waters. The other three insular counties are

- Island, aleo- of Washington, and Dukes and Nantucket Counties in the Atlantic

Ocean off Massachusebtts. San Juan not only exceeds these other counties in-

‘total land-water area but has the largest number of islands and islets, It ia,

however, smaller in pepulation than Island County, Waslington. San Juan is -
tied with Sarfield County as Washington State's smallest populated county,

- each having 3,200 persons in 1955,

. Settled early in Pacific Northwest history by British and American citi-
zene, the San Juan Islands were disputed and militarily occupied ;loint]‘y by
the two powers until a treaty in 1872 awarded them to the United States. The
8ix- larger islands were settled slowly in the late Nineteenth Century by -
persons employed in agriculture, fishing, lumbering, rock quarrying and shipe

-

hay. grain and food crous grown mainly for local use. There was a limited

N

Y

ng small eraft and ships, In the

'NentiethCent.ury theielandswere opened t0 scheduled ferry service and also
attratcted increased boat traffic, stimulating grmth of a tonrist and resort
industry. _

. In terms of persons fully or partly employed, agriculture was the. most
important segment of the island area's economy in 195k, employing about 28

- percent of the labar force. DMainly located on the three larger 1ala.nds-San

Juan, Oreas and Lopegs~there were 327 faxm units of which 127 were. on a come

. mercial basis in 195, These cammercial farms sold livestock and erops valued

at over $641,000, leading farm procucts ranked in order of importance are

eattle and calves, eggs, chickens, sheep, lambs and wool; hogs, milk, cream

and forest products, The islands are particularly noted for sheep raising,

.ranking first among western Washington counties and ninth among all “cqurrbies -

111 the s‘ba’be-.
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Before the settlement of :white men, the present county was lnhabited Oy
seafaring Indian tribes. Using large cedar canoes for traveling, these.Indiang
...camped on the San Juan archip€lago shores and lived by fishing, hunting, root

“and berry gathering. Little'er no agriculture was recorded dm:ing the period

3ar

cenle omadl mcﬂ-'-n-‘nﬁnn .

Df Indian history. ihe 13.1.&1'108 were r:Lcn in fisheries and uelm. for Dunua.uu.ue,‘
a pr:lmi‘b ive culture. _ :

.

' The San Juan Island group was eacplored and’ charted by the Spanish and
Britisn aurzmg 1791 and 1792, A opam.sn ‘expedition under FI'QI‘:CB’.SCG Elize
" entered the Straits of ‘Juan de Fuea in 1790 and Manuel fQu:mper of that ‘expe~
di‘tion explored the San Juan Island‘s. ‘The Spanish gave names to features of
‘thé area still tsed such as Rosairis Strait, Haro Strait, Lopez Island, San
Juan Island, Patos, Orcas and Sucia Isl'a.nda. - In 1792, the British Expedition
under Captain Ceorge Vancouver charted the same waters and made territorial
claima for His govermment. ‘Vancouver's charts gave names retained today, such’

as Georgia Straits, Bellingham Straits and Stuart Island, ©

“Under a Joint occupation treaty be‘tmeen the United Statea and Gréat
Er:!.‘bain in 1819 which ‘applied to d1¥ of theé Oregon Territory north of the
. 0011mbia River, the San Juan-Is¥dnds received s scattering of settlers from

v Rl ae e 2 dde i  aalw e AMAL
b’of:n i_,J:ons. -Br.;:‘c:‘wh ‘.mtcwstu were dcminarrt ncrth of “the- Cc'll.l_vf:bia River and

- -5 BT

-

The Gompany genﬂre,lly discouraged Americahsfrom settling' in ‘t.he Puget qound B

i region, “but' under breaty mg’krbs Ameiricans -came into'the -pregent ‘Washington

area in mmbers ample enough to give Americans a political majority by 18l5.

) ""‘Increasing Jurisdictional ‘aiepute over this sett’.lement. i‘ron'bier started
about 1&25 and 4 treaty was coh¢luded “in 18L6 which established the Lgth

T 4 L ; PUNISL) PO WP TRty
“parallel as. oound betweer ‘:‘;hé' United States and Canadsa.  This treaty line,

" however, was not ‘defirisd clearly at the time to séparate the offshors islands
;Ln the ‘:traits of. Juan de Fuca and Georgia, The Hudson Bay Company assuhed

Rosario Str it W he botindary and that the San Juans were part off the
K] 5 Uannauﬂéﬁ Taland A sC ﬁﬂﬂ Of Amerlcan
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coLnsiE W ters  Program Ser. the-Works-Progress. Aoministration; Sbete -of-Wash,

1943 Edition sponsored by, Washington Historical Society. See pages
U6, 62k -631,
(2) Richard M, Perry.. The Counties of Washington. Published by Secretary
. of "State, élympia, Washitigton’ (mimeéographed). San Juan County section.
(3) Tuéile MeDonald.' "Lépez: ‘Agricultural Island‘of Sen Juan Archi-
- 7. belago " Seattle Tm§.“Sﬁndav Mae‘azlne. Oct, 19, *19’;8 PPe - 23a.
(L) Tueile McDonald. nSan Islafid," Seat-tle Tines, Sunday Magazine,
«‘: ’ NOﬁ'. 23’ ‘1958’ Pe 20 7
(5) Iucile~ McDohald, - “"Upnider- 'I‘WO ags. Séattle T:I.mes, Sunday
- Maqazine. No®. 16 1 38 D'D‘ 1"'2. ; : )
(8) Incile MeDénald. - "San~Jdan Island's: ___g 1(«ifaur." -Seattle Timea,

s ... Sunday.Magazine, Nov,.2,.1908, PPe.2=3e . e e o
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Tension in the area ended ina local z.nc:.den'lz ca.lled the P:Lg War, in wh:.ch an
American se'ttler, Lyman Cutler, shot a pig belong:l.ng to a Hudson's Bay Company
:E'arm. The American settler was charged m’bh 113.ega1 entry. About 20 American

—

-~ - /dndustry.

. found a good market outlet with ships v:.s:rb:mg Puget Sounde - 1

for Um’c d S'bates gcrvermnent military support to prevexrt. their evn.ct.lon from
the islands,

In 1859 San Juan Isiand was. occupied by both American and Britieh troops
to maintain order, British marines from Esquimalt on Vancouver Island .come
manded by Captain George. Bazalgette, established a garrison at Roche Harbor.

, American troops under Captain George Pickett established Fort San Juan at the

south end of San Juan Island., Joint military occupation under various Ameri-
can ard British commands continued without incident until 1872 when the dise
puted region:was arbitrated by Emperor William I of Germany and awarded to the
Urdited States, The San Juan archipelago then became part of Whatcom Courrby of
Waahington Territory. : )

The Hudson Bay Cpmpany developed the .’c‘irst comerclal agriculture in the
islands, and strongly disputed American farm settlement in the area. In 1853
this company landed 1,300 shesp on San Juan.Island .and founded Bellevue. Farm,
a large holding, for sheep raising, with Charles J, Griffin as manager,

- British inteprests expanded sheep raising and other agriculture to affirm their
. occupation rights, A% this time there were some American squatters on.small

holdings in the islands who had come from the Frazer River placer gold .
diggings. Most notzd was Iyman A, Cutler who had settled on land near Béille-
vue Farm to raise potatoss and cattle.  Cublerls dispute with the manager, Mr,
Griffin, led to the "Pig War! incident in 1859 that culmnat:ed in military
occupation and arb:l.tration of the San Juan Islands dlspute. .

Records of the ear;Liest ‘sebtlers on all the islands are ohscure. Many of
these settlers were temporary and followed a variety of occupatione. On Lopez
Island, settlemert began as early as 1652 by Indian traders and deerskin
hunter&. Deerskins were one of the earliest commodities éhipped frem Lopez,

Among the first settlers on Lopez were Hiram F. Hutchinson, Sam Hinton,‘

Sampson Chadwick and Edmund Cochran, . .

John Keddy was a prominen‘b pioneer sheep ra:n.ser on San Juan Island. He
sold matton to American. and British troop.garrisons during the Pig War occu-
pation and gold breeding atock to settlers on neighboring islands. Robert
Firth, the last manager for Hudson's Bay Company. on San Juan Island, became an
American citizen and filed a homestead on part of Bellevue Farm after it was
made American territory. These men were prominent in pioneering the sheep

Shaw Island was settled first by Wi]l Shaw and Henry Hudson, who developed

. fruit -growing, Hudson planted a sizeable fruit orchard and early steamboats

stopped at Hndson Pay landing to load i’mi;b.  George Griswold, ancther early
settler on Shaw Island, raised fruit and operated a prune dryer.. Several
prune dryers were in operation before 1880 and this semi-per:.shable fruit

1}

. Waldron Is]a.nd was settled in the 1860's by John E,, Brown, Sincla::.r Ae
McDonald and.three German families, those of Fred Krumdiak, .Erpest Rehorst and
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voou ﬁto :1:1me kilns anquuarry*lng sandstbne od Wéldron‘mﬂ Stuart Is...ands.
AT Dogfish oil, which foind ‘s market sh- Victomia, Cana‘da’,' as ‘a lubricadit, was a
cgsﬁ product of %ne WaId*on Island 's’a’ttlers. Lm:fbed proneer agrmulture on

“wWal .l 0

) f e E 3 iy U - ¥ -
* TSR ep ra.tsihg has remained ag ~i%s major acblvity. T e e

San Juan County was official]g established as a separate county by act of
o™ thé Washington Territorial Ldgisldtire Octeber X, 1873, " Prior o this it had
~FBeeh-] parb ‘of ‘Whatcom Courty,’™ Frfday Ha¥'bol’," fiatn town «on the- 1sTand of - San
""‘Juén, wis éstablished as the county séat’; "t The" nafe “6f' Friday: Harbor was de-
- Fived fsin a Hawatian native called Filday, who was “employed ty the Hudson Bay .
©IE Gompany as a sheep herdsman 1ri'this vieinity’ :!.n trhe 18§O's. 2 ,
. Ly et ponee Dy BT SR
EarLy settlemeht Was slcrw ‘and B§FI880 the Censua ‘showed enly 91;8 peraona
resid}ng I the Vardious i8lands of ‘tie ‘Sai ‘Jian archipelago; Most ‘of tha
settlers were on the islands of San Juan and Lopez whereé- "terrain and: ‘Aighter
forest cover were more permissive to agriculture, Lend titles were not well
"7 “ogtablesEd dnd theré Was Fimitéd public ‘damain ‘epen for haesteadérs under
i the Homedbead At ‘of 1867, - !f&s”tﬁé‘é'b'bféra vere' donipelled ¥o purchase Yand from
i previdus land ti-ble wners or from "bimﬂer and o'bher land holding co‘mpanies.

I‘J

e Earl.y indus’brial activtty‘ 45 conmia‘rcﬁ.al i‘ishing, sand'aﬁone and limestone
quamimg ‘and “logging begdn ‘to ‘dtiract more workers. afteri1880," *JMany of’ these
took “Up anail farms along thé "‘shél"es ey »supp«lemen'b ‘sedsonal work " Sheep and
Lgaktye :"aising and ‘subsistence a‘g‘riculture Were generally ‘adopted:as 4hé most
LR ¥ pi‘actf’ca“l. Form of agriculfure. ' Semi-per:

1shable -producta ‘which ‘eéuld be“fshipped
Tt From £ arns” includecf Yive shéeps ~woo"}.§‘ ‘nides, butter, vinter spplesy bota~
toés and dried prirvies, © TripSrt R i mdterials ‘shipped "dut neluded gardatone
frem Waldron and Stuart Islands, limestone and lime from Roche Harbor and
~eteame:‘"-~’6rdwuod, eawlogs and *rough ‘lumber 'and ﬁin"beré’ ﬁ-oh Grcaé‘ and other

"*"*woodsd 1sla.nds. e A Gl s e *_r*“ )

n1 T

"~ Dn an’ economic base otf limeerbone quarrying mctractive indua‘brles, “.l:lve-
sbock, ‘diiry and” poultry Parnifig, ﬁmiris‘t-mesofb ‘atid “soms - local ’foo& procesa-
ing, popalation in the islands reached apeak “6F 3,605 by 1920, -’ Ferry service
.. wes esta blished and commercial agriculture had opportunity to _participate in
au‘pplying E- g}‘omng Figet Seurid-raglonal; market, A’ vé’ge’ta‘ble ‘carining industry,
<+ g fish’ manning inéustry and a- eoroi)‘erat.{ve ‘dairy plant’ ware ‘establiEhed 8t Fri
'day ‘Harbi¥y ' Tn 1520 ‘$he “‘daify’ "rrdus‘hxy was ‘stimulated’ by’ founding of “4He’ San
4 T iah Coo oeraﬁ'ive Creamery" Company. ‘at ‘Fri'&ay Harbor and the Richardeon Cit*ea.mery
at Richa.rdson, on ‘Lopez Ialari’c? SO ' .

e Rt e RS R B RIS e

Agriciltural history has been influenced by aenral private an&‘public
forr agencies. An important early influence wag that of the Hudson's Bay Company
"t 379 hi eh YpikSnéered -sheep-and’ livestock "PaiSing. “The “Ehépy fridustry has eontinued
“7 hpsugh G he dedades,  Pionser -da3iFyiien ko - Formed the San Juan Dairy- c:ﬁp
' dbive made sign:iﬂcant‘ébhtrtbu‘bﬁ.on’to the economy. V,aluable techrical™
guidd‘nce 'was Providad by the” “E’xtéﬁﬁion‘gerncer and’ £t Mount Vernon -and”
‘Piyal Tup Agriculturdl Experiment Sta"iions of Wadiﬁngton State” University%
County Agents ‘16eated it Friday Harbor wede inflsiential in mary wdys in the
. progresg of farming and rural life., Work of the Scil Conservation Service and
o Ag‘x’iéﬂturai S‘habilization Gmmﬁ’.{"ctess Has ‘&80 ‘beeni’ :i,gmorbant in guiding the
caurse af groups ‘and Andividusl Favmers in a chdrgifg pattern of agricitlture,




